The abdominal cocoon and an effective technique of surgical management.
The Abdominal Cocoon is a very rare cause of small bowel obstruction. It is caused by encapsulation of the small bowel by a fibrous membrane. This tropical disease, seen in young females, has also been reported in males. This is one of the largest series of the Abdominal Cocoon, with five new patients (3 males and 2 females) being reported. The traditional surgical treatment of choice is by lysis of adhesions. All patients in this case series had small bowel intubation done in addition to adhesiolysis. Although small bowel intubation is an established procedure for various causes of recurrent small bowel obstruction, to our knowledge this is the first report of its use in the management of the Abdominal Cocoon. We report our surgical technique in the management of this rare disease.